
 

PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, May 7, 2014 

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Vice Chairman David Kanute, Commissioners Michael DeFeo and 
Joanne D. Palmieri; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks 
Michael Manware.   Absent/Excused:  Commissioner Peter Romano. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the Minutes of the 
April 2, 2014 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried with one abstention (Palmieri). 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  
1. James Gura - Southington Dog Park Association.  Mr. Gura said he was here as a courtesy to ask 
permission to install four containers at the dog park with dog bags, a sign and a container on the bottom to  
dispose of the bags.  He referred to a presentation board with pictures of what is planned.  The purpose is 
to make it easier for people to clean up after their dogs.  The association is also planning to buy 6,000 dog 
bags which are environmentally friendly as part of the plan.  He noted that after the 6,000 bags are gone, 
the town would need to replace them.  Mr. Gura said the association also wants to put in four benches 
made of plastic, 3 in the big park and one in the small one.  They would be chained to the fence using 
town chains and keys.  Mr. Gura also would like to put some signs, including “Pet Exercise Area” and 
“This is a dog park for the dogs.”  He said this would be a reminder that it is not for human social 
gathering; people should be watching their dogs.   
 
Mr. Gura also spoke about the association’s insurance; it is up for renewal in July.  Many riders were 
placed on the policy stating all the things that are not covered.  He has a meeting tomorrow with the town 
attorney to discuss it.  
 
Mr. Gura presented a letter form Mrs. Liz Kane regarding using the dog park.  She wants to use the trail 
for a 5K race and use the dog park where a mobile trailer would be placed for the day for pet adoption.  
The association has no objection; it is up to this board.  Mr. Lapreay spoke with Mrs. Kane and asked 
about how many people would be involved.  She said possibly a couple hundred but they would not come 
all at once; it would be throughout the day.  There is no set date - probably in August.  Discussion 
followed on maintenance at the park.  Mr. Manware said the Park Dept. cuts the grass and empties the 
garbage.  We do not at this time provide dog bags.  After some discussion, members felt that we would be 
able to provide bags once the 6,000 are gone. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri to accept the donation of all the 
things Mr. Gura offered from the Dog Park Association and take on responsibility of keeping the bag 
dispensers stocked after the 6,000 are out.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a second motion to allow the pet rescue event requested by Mrs. Kane, 
assuming she gets any permits or approvals needed and checks with the Police Department regarding the 
walk and that they clean up afterwards.  Seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Gura had one more item to bring up - the sprinkler system at the dog park.  He just had the well pump 
rebuilt.  A puddle forms at the water box at the gate.  A few years ago he proposed to extend the pipe 
about 25-30 ft. and use the same faucet hookup so that water will run toward the river and there would be 



 

 

no puddling and no mud.  He has the piping but is not physically able to do the labor.  He wondered if the 
Park Department would do that.  Mr. Manware said he would take a look at it. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that the men’s softball league kicked off two weeks ago.  The women start on May 
12.  There are 10 women's teams as opposed to 5-6 last year.  He has heard nothing but positive things 
about the bats.  The playground summer camp registration opened up online this year.  It went smoothly 
for the most part.  There were a few issues where people signed up their child multiple times because they 
weren’t sure it went through.  Julia had to go in and tweak those but it is definitely better than waiting in 
line for hours as in the past.  The Youth Theater registration is online also and has been going great.  
People like it.  Commissioner Kanute added that he heard some positive comments about the theater 
registration also. 
 
Music on the Green is all set to start on May 28.  Just waiting for all the sponsor checks to come in.  
There are 14 concerts and quite a few are new bands.  Kids Series is half booked.  That will start on July 8 
on Tuesday nights at the Rec grove area.  This Saturday is Touch A Truck; it is in a different location.  It 
will be at the Drive-In.  Mr. Lapreay said we couldn’t use Derynoski as in past years because they 
repaved the driveway and trucks and equipment can’t drive over it. 
 
Trips for some reason this year are down big time.  He will get some feedback from the tour company to 
see if it is happening in other communities.  It may be due to the economy. 
 
Commissioner Palmieri said she was approached regarding the possibility of forming an adult volleyball 
league at DePaolo; is it possible?  Mr. Lapreay was not sure if it would work considering the trouble we 
had for the basketball program this year.  They are still working on the school.  It comes down to gym 
space.  It is difficult with all the programs we already have in the schools.  He will look into it. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that the pavers downtown, the benches and decorative pole bases were power 
washed as part of the Renaissance program.  It was done by Pals Power Washing in town.  He also did the 
military monuments on the green for no charge since he is a veteran.  Mr. Manware said we would be 
doing all the tree grates rather than in stages as previously reported.  There was some discussion about the 
trees.  Mr. Manware said he would like to remove a few of them for visual and safety purposes but they 
can continue to be pruned; it is a lot of maintenance.  They are definitely an asset downtown.  Question 
arose whether the pavers needed cleaning due to outside dining.  The answer was yes.  The cost for power 
washing them was paid from the Renaissance account.   
 
The Eagle Scout project has an agreed to location behind Mill Street.  Mr. Manware spoke with Dave 
Lavallee and Paul Chaplinsky.  It will go behind the bike racks and centered in front of the birch trees.  It 
is in the flood zone.  Discussion followed on vandalism in the parks, mainly at Panthorn.  Mr. Manware 
just wanted the board to be aware of the time it takes to fill out police reports and repair the damage.  
Commissioner Kanute said the police have stepped up patrols at Crescent and Memorial.  Panthorn is 
more secluded.  Mr. Manware said we are trying to get the leagues to keep the gates locked. 
 
Mr. Manware said he is working with the leagues on some repairs.  They did reroof a couple of the 
dugouts at South Little League and removed some very old benches.  Commissioner Kanute spoke about 
a couple of areas at Panthorn where there is a lot of erosion.  Mr. Manware will review it.  The fence at 
the dog park is rusted out at the bottom; not sure what caused it but it will be replaced.  It is on the 
schedule to be done hopefully by the end of this month. 



 

 

 
The tennis court at Rec is scheduled for repairs.  It will probably be done in July so the courts will be shut 
down for about two weeks.  It will be the same type of repair we did at Memorial.  Regular maintenance 
is close to full swing.  One summer help started this week and one or two will start next week. 
 
Crescent Lake kiosk dedication is Saturday, May 31st at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Commissioner Kanute asked about stocking fish at Crescent Lake.  He got some recommendations from 
the state.  Mr. Lapreay asked him to give him a call to discuss it. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to approve the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Palmieri.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
1. Youth Sport League Subsidies.  Chairman Fasulo said he put this on the agenda because he wants to 
move forward on the project.  Mr. Lapreay said we were asked to come up with how subsidies are paid to 
the various leagues and why some get more than others.  There was some discussion about coming up 
with a formula that would be equitable to all.  Chairman wants everyone to start thinking about it and at 
the next meeting we can have an executive session to discuss our ideas.  Commissioner Kanute 
commented that there are differences in the various leagues - those that are indoors and have to pay 
janitor fees, etc. and those that are outdoors and have different fees.  The number of players also varies 
widely.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting. 
 
Commissioner Kanute spoke about a problem at the high school concerning the wrestling room mats and 
how they have been moved and misused, such as walking on them with shoes that have not been cleaned, 
cleats, etc.  One mat was cracked down the middle because the mats were placed outside when it was 40 
degrees out.  He stated that Eric Swallow knows of the problem. 
   
NEW BUSINESS: None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri and carried unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


